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and, dissolving the Presidency, appointed a new es-
tablishment, upon a plan somewhat similar to that
which had prevailed before; but the number was
smaller. This establishment was composed of a
Governor-General and four Counsellors, all named in
the act of Parliament. They were to hold their of-
fices for five years, after which term the patronage
was to revert to the Court of Directors. In the
mean time such vacancies as should happen were to
be filled by that court, with the concurrence of the
crown. The first Governor-General and one of the
Counsellors had been old servants of the Company ;
the others were new men.

On this new arrangement the Courts of Proprie-
tors and Directors considered the details of commerce
as not perfectly consistent with the enlarged sphere
of duty and the reduced number of the Council.
Therefore, to relieve them from this burden, they
instituted a new office, called the Board of Trade,
fbr the subordinate management of their commercial
concerns, and appointed eleven of the senior ser-
vants to fill the commission.

The powers given by the act to the new

Governor-    Governor-General and Council had for their

General and

council. direct object the kingdom of Bengal and its
dependencies. Within that sphere (and it is not a
small one) their authority extended over all the Com-
pany's concerns of whatever description. In matters
of peace and war it seems to have been meant that
the other Presidencies should be subordinate to their
board. But the law is loose and defective, where it
professes to restrain the subordinate Presidencies from
making war without the consent and approbation of
the Supreme Council. They are left free to act with-